
Goodbye to Camp Chimney Spring 
A final worship service was held Saturday, October 26 to mark 
the closure of Camp Chimney Spring after more than fourty 

years 
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 Camp Chimney Spring is in the process of being sold. 
 A final worship service was 
held Saturday October 26 at the camp 
5 miles east of Mayhill in the moun-
tains east of Cloudcroft. 
 Camp Chimney Spring was a 
project of Sierra Blanca and Tres Rios 
Presbyteries to provide a summer 
camp and retreat for the churches in 
the area. It was established in 1965 
and celebrated 40 years of service in 
2005. 
 For many years First Presbyte-
rian Church in Las Cruces held a fall 
service at the camp and attended an-
nual work days there. Members of 
that church have always been active 

in supporting the camp. For example, Nora Yaryan and Ray Carter were instrumental in rais-
ing much money for the camp by producing a two person dinner theater program called the 
“Dairies of Adam and Eve” 
 Many programs were quite successful. More than a  generation of young people from 
third grade to high school came for week long periods in the summer. Presbytery and other 
adult groups held meetings in the camp facilities. 
The camp had an excellent forest location which 
it tried to make better. In fact in 1999 it was 
awarded the Tree Farm of the Year designation. 
That project went on to win second place in a 13 
state region. 
 Unfortunately changing attitudes toward 
camps (primarily requirements for more ameni-
ties) led to a decrease in use despite efforts to ex-
pand the services offered. The living accommoda-
tions were a bit primitive for today’s population 
and a steep hill limited RV access. With the de-

crease in utilization, came in-
creased upkeep costs and an 
increasing drain on the re-
sources of the Presbyteries. 
Studies showed that it would 
be too expensive to make the 

camp into a popular retreat. 
 The entire 300 plus acres is now up for 
sale. About 75 groups have requested details and 
eight or so have made site visits. It does have a 
prime location because it is surrounded on three 
sides by Forest Service land and has a US high-
way for access on the fourth side. Proposals will 
be evaluated in December and final negotiations 



started immediately afterwards. 
 The simple commemorative worship service 
was directed by Rev. Jeff Finch, the Executive Pres-
byter, who provided  music for the service with his 
guitar. He was assisted by Rev. Bob Williams, the 
presbytery stated clerk. Rev Norm Story had a part 
in the service. 
 A section of the 
service was devoted 
to the sharing of sto-
ries and memories 
from the past. People 
in attendance told of 
some of their experi-
ences in connection 
with the camp. It was 
interesting to hear 
how some of the peo-
ple first became in-
volved with the pro-
ject (mostly because 
somebody asked 
them.) One year a 
bear drove out all the 
inhabitants of the one of the hogans in which they 

were staying. One participant mentioned 
that his health made it difficult for him 
to attend the Presbytery meetings which 
were held there annually. 
 Representatives from Alamogordo, 
Roswell, and El Paso also were there. By 
far the largest group came from the First 
Presbyterian Church in Las Cruces be-

cause the InBetweeners organized a picnic as a fit-
ting tribute to the camp A large variety of food was 
available ranging from chicken, meat and rice, po-
tato salad, through cookies and delicious brownies. 
 After the service a number of people took a 
last look at the Crown Lodge and smaller buildings. 

They walked past lonely benches and vacant RV sites looking at the many features of the camp 
which were being abandoned. They then drove slowly down the mountain saying goodbye to a 



place and program which had well served many people but which, like many programs, had 
earned an honorable retirement. 

 



 



 


